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Covenant Life in the Anglican Context

Holy Scripture, Liturgy, and Time Part 1

Covenant Life. “Holy Scripture implemented and implanted through the use of the Book of 
Common Prayer as it was intended.” We believe how we pray. 

James 1:21, “Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls (ESV).” 

We see this mindset in the following Collect Prayer composed by Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer for the 2nd Sunday in Advent, “Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen (121 REC BCP).” 

The Statement of Faith of Anglicanism, The Articles of Religion, outline the following for 
Holy Scripture.

Article VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation.

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the 
name of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical Books of the Old and New 
Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in the Church.

Article II. Of the Old Testament.

The Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and New Testament 
everlasting life is offered to Mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and 
Man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard, which feign that the old 
Fathers did look only for transitory promises. Although the Law given from God by Moses, 
as touching Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the Civil precepts thereof 
ought of necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no Christian 
man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the Commandments which are called Moral.

As Anglicans, our life and theology is centered on Scripture through Christ. Biblical worship 
and theology finds expression through the Classic Book of Common Prayer. As we will see, 
the Book of Common Prayer contains parts that touch on the life of the Christian in 
Covenant with Christ and His Church from birth to the grave. 

Part I. The Covenant as lived out on a Daily Level
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The Lectionary (Daily). The Prayer Book begins by setting the Bible to be read every day, 
twice a day according to the Seasons of the Church Year.

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer. (Daily). Thomas Cranmer took the Hourly Monastic Services 
and simplified them to two services. In the Covenant life, these services incorporate the 
worship and devotional elements of sin, grace, and faith. 

The Athanasian Creed, The Litany (Optional, Daily), A Commination, Prayers & 
Thanksgivings (Optional, Daily)

This section is the everyday portion of the Prayer Book that centers all upon Holy Scripture. 
Set to Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and the Litany; it sets the life of the Covenant within 
the life of prayer; that Holy Scripture is read in the context of prayer. Life in the Covenant is 
not about observing the milestones or even worship on Sundays. Life in the Covenant in the 
Anglican Context is meant to be DAILY through prayer, to open the day and to close the 
day.

Part II. The Chief Worship Service of the New Covenant

The Holy Communion. (Sundays and Holy Days).

The Collects, Epistles, and Gospels. (Sundays and Daily)

Our worship on the Lord’s Day presents to us the entirety of the Redemption of humanity by 
Jesus Christ. Prayer Book Worship retells the whole story of redemption. It culminates with 
the faithful participating in the Lord’s Supper to be strengthened and refreshed in Covenant 
Renewal. This Renewal is not only partaking of the Supper, but also in publicly confessing 
sins, restating our fidelity to Christ and His Word through the Creeds, and gathering with 
God’s people. Covenant life is and must be within the context of being together in Covenant 
relationship. The Daily Offices and the Lectionary point us toward this from Monday through 
Saturday.

Part III. Praise of God as the Center of our Covenant Witness

The Psalter (Daily, Lord’s Day)

Going back to the Old Testament times, the Psalter in the Prayer Book connects us to all of 
Holy Scripture. The Psalms are considered the hymns of the Faith. In Covenant relationship, 
the Psalms are daily said or sung in the Daily Offices. In addition, they are used in the 
Communion service. 

Part IV. Covenant Ordinances and Milestones for all Believers

Holy Baptism (Once)
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Offices of Instruction (Optional Daily) A model of instruction and renewal in the basics of the 
Covenant.

Confirmation. The Service where the faithful affirm and confirm their faith in Jesus Christ for 
themselves, publicly. This is to the whole church in a universal sense with the Bishop 
conveying the laying on of hands to mark this occasion.

Matrimony. Covenant between a man and a woman in Christ in His Church.

Thanksgiving after Childbirth. Placing the birth of children in the Covenant within the 
context of praising God for such in worship.

Visitation of the Sick. Setting forth that all are precious in Christ. As called for by Jesus, the 
sick are to be visited and prayed for by Christians. Covenant relationship involves presence 
and the maintaining of such relationships through all seasons and for all sorts and 
conditions we find people.

Communion of the Sick. Even the sick that are unable to come to worship are afforded 
Covenant Renewal through the Lord’s Supper in the context of visitation.

Burial of the Dead. In the Covenant, we bury the dead that died in Christ to commend them 
to Him and eternal life.

Many of these events occur to all people. Within the context of Christ, they are blessed in 
His Covenant. They mark the distinction between being of this world and being of Christ.

Part V. Covenant Ordinances for the Ministers of the Gospel

The Ordinal. Form and Manner of Making, Ordaining, and Consecrating Bishops, Presbyters, 
and Deacons.

Covenant life entails ministers of the Gospel serving God and His people. Their roles are 
that of shepherds in the Faith to guide the people of God in Christ and His Word. 

Part VI. Life of the Church

Consecration of a Church or Chapel

Form of the Public Reception of Presbyters.

Institution of Ministers into Parishes and Churches

These provide the people of God with official services to mark God’s provision in building 
His Church. Also, they provide a context in worship to mark the beginning of the ministers 
of the Gospel to serve God and His people at the local level.

Part VII. Anglican Doctrine and the Family
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A Catechism 

Family Prayer (Daily)

Articles of Religion 

Declaration of Principals 

Where the Prayer Book starts with the foundation of our belief, the Lectionary outlining the 
reading of Holy Scripture twice a day, it ends with the Formularies of the Anglican Church. 
In this section, we also find another form of daily prayers for the family to engage in 
together, both Morning and Evening.


